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pects from the girl he is to marry. He is immune to
jealousy especially with regard to a girl's past life and
he cannot conceive of a girl being degraded because
she has had an intimate love affair before coming to
him as his wife any more than he can conceive of him-
self as having been degraded because of a previous in-
timacy with a woman.
The word "affair" as denoting something improper
and even shameful in the relations between the sexes
is obsolete in the Soviet vocabulary. So are such ex-
pressions as "blue stocking," "old rnaid," "spinster."
The Russian of the younger generation classifies people
according to their occupations, their political status,
their personal worth and attraction, but never in ac-
cord with what their sexual and family life had or had
not been. Love and sex are expected to be a part of
every normal human life.
While the Soviet capital has become the Latin Quar-
ter of many nations it is not an international Reno.
Men and women come to Moscow to seek light in
Lenin's ideas on the family, on marriage. Very many
come merely to seek new experiences and sensations.
But none comes to avail himself of the Soviet's easy di-
vorce laws* Only one American woman, to my knowl-
edge, has in the past two years obtained a divorce
from her American husband in a Soviet ZAGS, or mar-
riage and divorce office. Neither the wife nor the
husband, however, have thus far ventured to test the
validity of the decree outside of Russia.